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 Walking down Market Street as a young boy is a 
memory Rick Garzon will never forget. The nostalgic feelings 
that overcame him then became a dream to open an art 
gallery in his community. After collecting artwork for awhile 
and living in the Bedford-Stuyvesant area of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Rick realized that he never had to leave his community in 
Brooklyn to visit art galleries, bars and restaurants. He then 
wondered why that wasn’t the case while living in Inglewood, 
often feeling like he was in a rush to leave the “wood.”

Residency opened on July 23, 2016 to allow and provide a 
space for Black and Latinx contemporary artist to showcase 
their art. “I was always interested in art,” said Rick, “for you to 
make a piece of art you kind of have to bare your soul and put 
yourself out there in every piece that you do. I thought that 
was something great for an artist to do and I felt a personal 
obligation to help those artist get out there.”

A question that many artist and people who appreciate
and love art often ask is “why do we have to go outside 
of our neighborhoods to view art that is meant for us and 
that we are the audience for?” Art has not been accessible 
for people in South Central for awhile. Most schools in the 
surrounding neighborhoods don’t offer art classes such as 
painting, sculpting, photography, etc.

Residency’s name followed Rick’s observations of common
residency for artist. “When an artist has their own residency, 
it’s usually at an organization where they learn different 
elements of their own style and that’s what I wanted to
happen here. I want this to be your creative place, for artists 
to do whatever they want,” said Rick. In hopes of being a 
beacon for his community and creating a place his city is 
proud of, Rick wants young people to be inspired to do good 
things for their community before someone who isn’t from 
there starts to. 

Rick’s purpose to provide a hub for Black and Latinx artist to 
share their art with their community also comes with a lot of 
challenges. Art galleries are often seen as the starting point of 
gentrification in a community, but that has never been Rick’s 
purpose. Gentrification in Inglewood is inevitable as it is 
currently going through major construction after welcoming 
the Los Angeles Rams in 2016. However, residents are being 
encouraged to build and not sell to maintain the culture in 
their city. Providing a space for his community to see 
themselves through art is the ultimate goal, and for people to 
not have to leave their community to see art “by us, for us.” 
Since its opening, Residency has provided a space to showcase 
nine exhibitions. 

“Community is a big thing, 

without the support of them 

who do you really have? 

This is meant for you, 

you’re the audience. Inquire

 about stuff if you like it.”

- Rick Garzon

Visit 10 East Queen St. Inglewood, CA, 90301
Residencyart.com 

 Residency

A Home for Black 
& Latinx Artists 

Issue 22



 I was sitting in the community area with Kelli Jackson when 
a gentleman walked up to us looking curious... maybe even 
confused. “What kind of market is this? Why doesn’t it look 
like any other market?” he asked. “We just updated the store,” 
replied Kelli. “We just updated the store?” the gentlemen 
repeated, now definitely confused. “You just updated the 
store? It used to look like a regular market?” he continued. 
“Yes, we updated the store for a new look and to highlight 
more access to healthy food,” Kelli responded.

“WHAT THE HELL!” he said, in disbelief. “I live over on Vermont 
and Slauson, but I am hoping I see this type of the thing take 
over and be contagious all around South Central L.A. because 
I’ve grown up around here my entire life and this is fantastic... 
what you’re doing,” ended Garvin as he introduced himself 
walking away with an avocado in his hand. 

Hank’s Mini Market has been serving the South Central Los 
Angeles community for 20 years since 1997 when South 
Central was called South Central, not South Los Angeles. 
Hank’s dream of opening his own business became true when 
he opened the mini market on the corner of Florence Ave.
and 11th street. 

His daughter Kelli grew up working in the family’s business. 
While attending USC for her Masters in Public Art, she 
questioned why her community didn’t have similar events to 
the ones she attended in the westside. At the same time, she
 questioned herself and her role for Hank’s Mini Market as it 
wasn’t her dream, but her father’s. 

Later, Kelli met the Los Angeles Food Policy Council and began 
learning about food deserts and access to healthy food. She 
learned there was an issue in her community and she wanted 
to help. “Through growth, I realized, I wanted to give back to 
the community and one way was being a responsible business 
owner and helping solve some of the problems or issues in the 
community that we have by using art and food,” said Kelli. 

Kelli was influenced by her father’s commitment to the 
community of always listening with an open ear and being 
generous for those who didn’t have enough money. She then 
learned her father was building community, and that’s where 
her love for community stemmed from. She also recognized 
that art was her way to help enhance her community. “I told 
myself, “This is where you are supposed to be and this is what 
your purpose is: to enhance the community.”

That was when Hank’s Mini Market transformation began and 
blossomed into something that reflected her and her dreams. 
With her participation in the Los Angeles Food Policy Council’s 
Healthy Food Network and the chain restaurant Sweetgreen, 
she gained knowledge of better ways to serve her community 
by providing them with healthy food, fresh produce and a 
community space to gather and offer wellness services. 

With their help and guidance over the years, they began the 
physical renovation and rebranding of Hank’s Mini Market. 
“Thank God that the LAFPC and Sweetgreen didn’t overlook 
us but were able to see the good work being done at Hank’s 
beforehand,” she said. “As well as, finding the inspiration from 
the vision, passion and purpose that was in my heart to select 
us for this project,” she continued. 

“It’s my hope that our project inspires more people, 
businesses, and investors to see beyond their usual 
assumptions of our neighborhoods and see the beauty
and full potential that lies in South LA,” said Kelli. “Thus,
helping to bring more bright spots and community spaces
to our deserving neighborhoods and beyond.” 

Kelli’s “Stronger Together” motto comes with her belief that 
she could never do it alone. “The power of community and the 
power of big businesses helping small businesses helped make 
this possible,” she said. 

“All these different hands, all these different hearts coming
together because they believed this one vision I have for this 
community of Hyde Park,” Kelli ended.

Before the renovations, Hank’s Mini Market was more than a 
mini market to local community members. It was a place for 
conversation, a refreshing drink, community and love… now 
it’s that and much more as it’s providing South Central with 
what they have been long overdue.

“The future is creating more access 

in South L.A., that’s access to healthy 

food, art, safe spaces, and fun 

community events that are local.” 

- Kelli Jackson

Visit 3301 Florence Ave. Los Angeles, CA, 90043

Hank’s Mini Market
Providing South Central with 

What Has Been Long Overdue 
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 Homelessness goes beyond skid row. There are a 
considerable amount of neighborhoods across L.A. County
in which residents are living without a roof over their head
-- South Los Angeles is no exception.

Gettlove is a non-profit organization in South L.A. that helps 
secure homes for chronically homeless individuals and provides 
support services to help sustain housing for people referred by 
the Los Angeles County Housing for Health Initiative. 

Founded in 2005 by Aileen Getty, her mission for Gettlove was 
to help people affected by homelessness. Getty’s work began 
in Hollywood but gradually moved to South L.A. in 2016 after 
recognizing that many of the people they were serving were 
from South L.A. She felt they needed to physically be closer to 
assist them better. Gettlove’s team also wanted to make sure 
that South L.A. residents were getting access to housing in 
their community.

They provide housing vouchers, support, community, and case 
managers to help clients with anything related to sustaining 
a home after years of being homeless. Though the process of 
searching for the most affordable housing in Los Angeles for 
their clients remains challenging across the board, Gettlove 
has made strides to find the right homes in the community 
they know best.

Case managers meet with their clients once a week, 
depending on their need and focus on goals they want to 
achieve once they find a home for them. They work on better 
health outcomes and try to reconnect them to the community. 
One of their current initiatives is helping clients reconnect to 
their community by learning new skills and socializing. They 
currently have an emerging partnership with Green Tree Yoga, 
also in South Los Angeles, that will be providing yoga classes 
for their clients with a great trauma informed instructor. 

In the event that they are approached by Homeland Security 
or I.C.E, Gettlove’s team is prepared to protect their clients 
from the current administration’s war against immigrants.
This brings some comfort to the homeless and undocumented 
population who prefer not to seek assistance for fear 
of deportation.

“Homelessness is a huge health care issue,” said Keegan 
Hornbeck, the Executive Director of Gettlove. “Homelessness 
is a byproduct of inadequate health care, racism, and 
oppressive housing policies, historic oppression and we
see that the solution is addressing those issues as well,” 
he continued. “The supply can never keep up with the demand 
as long as we continue to have these policies that contribute 
to the demand,” Hornback said.

“How do we make them feel like they are a part of this 
community?” asked Keegan. You can help Gettlove by simply 
saying “Hello,” talking to people in your community, asking 
their name or how they are doing to fight that possible 
loneliness and void they might feel. In larger levels, by 
exposing people to more than doctor visits. 

Keegan welcomes anyone who has ideas and would like to 
volunteer.  For more ways to help contact info@gettlove.org. 
Gettlove is also hiring local Case Managers in South L.A. as 
they really want people who live and work in the community 
to join their team. 

Visit Gettlove.org.
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 Not Your Mama’s Kitchen (NYMK) is a family-owned 
business that first started off as a food truck two years ago 
when Derrick Lewis and Angelique Miller came together. 
Now, it’s a family restaurant in Compton, California 
providing people with good food, good laughs and a good 
time. I spoke to Tahja Miller, cousin of Derrick Lewis and 
daughter of Angelique Miller, who works at NYMK to tell us 
more about the family-owned restaurant. 

How did the business get started?

Tahja: Two years ago my cousin was like, “well I am tired of 
cooking in my kitchen and I know that I can cook so I think I 
just want to start a food truck.” Later he decided he wanted to 
do more because he wanted a place where people can come, 
eat, have a great time and feel at home.

Is there a specific reason why your family chose Compton?
Tahja: My mom had bought this location previously as she 
feeds kids in the morning for Child and Adult Care Food 
Program (CACFP) and One Hundred Eighty Degrees and Still 
Standing. That is the reason why we open later in the day, the 
employees come in at 4 a.m. to cook for the kids and when 
they leave at 10:30 a.m., we prepare for the restaurant. 
This location is spacious enough for both so we opened
NYMK here.

What are your specialities? And your best-sellers?

Tahja: We specialize in soul food but we are not limited to soul 
food. We change the menu depending on the season. When 
it’s colder, we have more soups and meatloaf. We also have a 
soul roll, it’s a fried egg roll that has macaroni and cheese and 
greens in it. We also have one with yams, dressing and greens. 
It feeds the soul. Our sweet potato pie is specially made by my 
grandmother every weekend. My little sister makes the school 
board coffee cake, she perfected the recipe from my grand-
mother. And our best sellers are our honey hot wings and the 
chicken and waffle. 

Why is it named Not Your Mama’s Kitchen?
Tahja: Every time we serve someone’s food we ask them how 
did they like the food? Is there anything we can improve on? 
We always want to improve, we don’t think that we have 
the best and that’s why it’s called Not Your Mama’s Kitchen. 
Sometimes people get offended by that… but your mom must 
might have really great food but we are a substitute of your 
mom, so we are not your mama’s.

Is there a reason behind the photography on the walls?

Tahja: My mom wanted a place where people of color can 
see people of color in a good light. That’s why you see Oprah, 
Michael Jackson… and my mom loves music. Sometimes when 
you look at the news or in the media, people of color are put 
down, so my mom was like, “why don’t we put up art of 
influential African Americans?” movies that a lot of people
can relate to.

Follow @NYM_Kitchen on Instagram/Twitter to know where 
the food truck will be located at.

Visit 1701 East Compton Blvd. Compton, CA, 90221
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